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.i'in:v rooi.r.n is \M-
... .ymp.'Si* t:o readers who saw in

x.st-- afternoon's papers a full dc-
all »hat Oi" morning dallies

about the Mexican crisis

['.Ay concluded that they had been
to or< ate a sensation. l>e-

4.' )X!. . i.. y rt a inly were.'but not one

whit --) .-« »o *v,s'-v newspaper in
;"io .nr.try.

lf wr :n;v .nf'-ss to the inner -work-
!-.- = f t h .. newspaper world, we must

acknowledge t*1"1 Monday evening was

s-.rnt V ry nervously l>v every news

,t- in tho larger citite. The news

f-.-om M. sieo City grew more and more |0',,1. r.,c..,i as tho night passed, and
c no dispatch after another.

, i with pome new promise of a

No Journalist knew what lie

imnht ' xpect before press time.
Tho most remarkable aspect of the

whole matter wa« that every news

fervid* in the country was ltd astray.
The Times-Dispatch. which subscribes
to two of the largest services in the
countrv, found both in absolute agree¬
ment. and confirmed the news they
pent by communicating with every pos¬
sible news centre. Even the Associ¬
ated Press, which errs so seldom
matters of this sort as to be almost
infallible, was positive in it? report
that an ultimatum had been delivered I
Mr. L-ind. And wHcn that service Is |
positive, the average news editor has
r.o suspicions.
The situation was further compli¬

cated by suspicious silence in Wash¬

ing! >n The Times-Dispatch's corres- [
pondent called up both the White
House and the residence of Mr. Uryan.
hut received tho cryptic reply that no

statement would be Issued before

morning No denial of the ultimatum
was forthcoming: secrecy cloaked,
what many ihouuht was a heated mid-J
night conference.
For their own protection, the news¬

papers of the country will investigate,
the orleln of these false reports and.,

jiMein.T.i. will nnd them the

product «' Mexican politician* who,
wished to i.-st the temper of the eoun- j
,.y Kverv rf-putablf newspaper feels j
,hat , is due an explanation for the |
d. . -' * pr.i Ml 1 upon it.

T!u. tv , rare fraud on the news-

.. ... ,.v,.,pt!on to th- rule, and

should .,-r.nvince the readinsr public
ft< lho mm.-unlet a newspaper has in

v..,.,it. information, rather

Uian rhake the people's faith in the
, -, nt'.al a< urac-. of all that the aver-j

careful newspaper prints.
The Tlmes-Dlspatch can only say,

?or its part, that it givos the public;
Ihf: best news service money can buy, j
and tha*. w!v.:: It misinforms Its read¬
ers It is be ause this paper Itself is.

<iec£«vcd.

HKitr.nrrv ami boat-iu ii.ni\o.

Fugenlcs and yacht-racing would
perm to TVve very little in common,

but the announcement that N < >¦ lle:-

reshoff is to design two of tho American
cup defenders should interest not only
e-igenlsts, but every man who believes
it, the blessing of a dean heredity.

Visitors to the international . on-

grress of Hygiene and Demography.
which was a very popular gathering
ti'spite its name.will recall that in
the exhibit on eugenics was an In¬
teresting < '.art showing the ancestry
of a family which, -t was stated, had
exhibited a genius for boat-building.
The chart demonstrated how, for at
least foui gene tatlons, this matvelous
skill had den ended from sire to son

us', as brown eyes might des. end, and
that the youngest of the race, jt little
fill i f thirteen, was i lr. nly demon¬
strating the family genius.
That family was the llertf -hops,

to whose ability we < the ...» t,
staunehest yachts that < jt the
water in the rates, for the Ameiic.i . :p-
Now that they are again tt. :-ive
America the ben< fit <>f tlieii ii >.'.

skill, we have a practical guarantee
that ^ir Thomas I^ipton will v na -k
home without ill. . up
As far .is one can sc. there was

onglnall; nothing in the llr rre-:,..rf
blood ti.at distinguished them from
other people They acquired skill it. a

particulai direct, -i.. and they increased
that skill b- sensible marriages ami i>y
s.inc, te.n.peiate ..\r.r,: In 1 -1. when
one thinks of it. f . . are sitii.lng ex¬

amples ot tl . Ot iy . ugenics abo.it
whi'h we know anytnin;; -ih.i' wh.'li
gives promise of a wo. thy p:Ogei:;. '..>
i.un v. iio walt.s wort:iil>

Fashion f.rc, :,bc- green shirtr for
rnen next winter, which is a trilh- ).;.rd
{ji, Orangot > n.

A woman named '/¦¦. rtorscl is said to
have Beared off a huiglat with her
husband's pip'- V/e susj.ert It v. ,:i h-r
huBl/and'a name.

fiulzer owes Harry Thaw a debt of
gratitude for taking tho r-.tr< of
the mage at n tim--; when the Ooverr.or
n-antx to g«-.t away from the spotlight.
The discovery of the New York State

Health Department that marri-d n.en
live longer than bnclielors may he
nothing mort than an example of mis-
cry lone drawn out.

WHAT AILS Til) MAUKETf
Old-fashioned Rlchmonders who love

to bo to market are asking us what
alls tho historic Second Market and
why It Is that In the new building
under the Blues' Armory ono sees so
few customers purchasing: the fabled
delicacies of Hanover.
The question Is certainly npropos.

The market, for somo strange reason,
(does not seem to attract the public
as in the past, when one might meet
every good housekeeper of Richmond
and half tho epicures in the space un¬
der the old Second Police Station. Tho
hucksters have a discouraged air, and
as they wait beside their stalls, laden
witn every fruit and vegetable that
tho rich soil of th* counties produce,
they seem to be sighing for the old,
bustling days.
Many answers are offered. The ac¬

tivity of the peddlers, the use of the
telephone, tho rise of tho "green
grocery" business and the like, arc all
alleged to have played a part in keep¬
ing the public from Sixth Street- Somo
of these are doubtless responsible In
part, but none of them accounts fully
for the falling off in trade at the
market.
One of the greatest reasons, in our

judgment. Is the unfortunate design
of the new market building, with its
ponderous doors, its low-pitched roof
and its general air of gloom. The
place, in short, is not Inviting, and it
does not attract buyers as In the days
when the space under the police sta¬
tion was open. If the Administrative
Hoard were to tear out the walls and
unhinge the doors, we believe they
would find their tenants much better
satisfied.
There Is another possible reason for

the decline in the patronage of the
market.a reason that we blush to
own. But as It comes from the huck¬
sters themselves It must liavo somo
foundation in fact. They are selling less,
those good citizens aver, because tho
peoplo are eating less and have for¬
gotten the classic joys of old Virginia
cooking.
Can this be possible? Have we

reached that point of gastronomic de¬
feneration where we do not love the
fleshpots of Virginia? Heaven forbid!
Why, people have been known to taste
Virginia cooking, on a visit to this
State, and forthwith to forsake all and
move to this Commonwealth: starving
men have been restored In a trice to
the full vigor of manhood with a

single vegetable dinner; tho weary
have been rekindled and Iho hopeless
encouraged by the mere smell of a

good kitchen! Do we no longer eat
snaps.no Virginian insults his an¬
cestry by calling them "string beans".
and have we lost our tasto for tho
toothsome black-eyed pea? If so, we
are a doomed people!
We recommend to those who have

be< n led astray by French table d'hote
a visit to tho market; they will learn
to know again their childhood friends
and forever thereafter will feast on
the viands that cheer the heart!

THAI) AS 1IK "WAS.
Will the day ever come when South¬

ern men will uncover the lies which
are paraded as fact in reference books t

issued and written by partisans? Is
it too much to hope that we will de¬
velop lii the South a school of his¬
torians who will write for our children
the true facts of our history and will
describe characters as they really were?
We are led to ask these questions

from a review of what purports to be
a life of Thaddeus Stevens, written by
James Albert Woodburn and given to
the world as an authoritative account
of this "reconstructor's" character.
Professor Woodburn Is an able man
and a sincere student.so able and so

sincere that when he parades such a

biased view of Stevens as that »vhlch
appears in his new book, one despairs
of unprejudiced judgment from tho
North.

If one is to believe all that Mr. Wood-
burn says of Stevens's political career,
we should rear a monument to him as

the great apostle of virtue, and should
rank him high among the noblest
spirits of our national history. Stevens
was a patriot, a man who never erred,
the Richard of a new crusade, and a

knight without reproach.in iJr. Wood-
burn's opinion.
What Stevens really was, one can

gathei from even u cursory reading of
the Congressional Record during the >

yeuiti Stevens was In Congress, lie was
in peace what Butler was in war, and
lie vented upon the prostrate South a j
venom unbelievable. About him there
v. as a vindic tive bitterness, a thirsty
raving f. blood that makes one shud-

'..-.r. P.y -very count, he was the basest
enemy the South ever knew, and there
was In his public career, as we see it,
arcoly a sit gle redeeming feature.

Ye* h . is held up as a saint of aboil-
tioTiism. a savior of the nation!
Again \v<-ask, will Southern men ever

I'ivc to the next generation a picture
of Stevens and his ilk as they really
\v v: ( ?

A sovent een -year-old girl in Oeor-
r. .a ha> been foiled five times In elope-
monts. is said to have two living hus¬
band <j and to be < ; to twenty-
t.\ men. If they want to convict her

f big:: my. they j,<...,( only get a jui y
>1" Ceorgla spinsters.

Sulzor's dec lai t ion that he will fls?ht
to tlu last dIt1 h should adi lit him
to the s'-lect ciiolo long-distan> .
golfct s.

Houston's pride is, hurt because .> *
baseball club of that city had to p. y
$1.2"0 for a catcher Hon: Kntt Wouh.
Ixnibtless :t took about all the fro*
.ash it. the Te::ns town, hut for its
inspiration we. would remind them that

t Washington is teady to offer us a
whole team for Doe Avers nlor.e
One of our exchanges accuses a

prominent citlr.cn of being a liar he-
aus'* he syited In publi . that | wife
had asked him the date of his birth¬
day. Why abuse tliman or doubt
his veracity? His wife probably did
it ir. the hope that he would be nh.

j sent-minded enough to ask he: theI same question.

A CONFBHEXCK WOIITH WHILE.
Wo certainly liopo that the dolegates

whom Governor Muiiu lias named to tho
coming meetltiK of tho National Tax
Association will attend the conferonco.
It is distinctly worth while, and it will
afford Virginians an opportunity of
rubbing elbows with men who have
studiod taxation for years.
The chief trouble with us in Vir¬

ginia, in our efforts to solve our tax
problems, lias been that we have re¬
lied too much upon our own Judgment
and too llttlo upon the experience of
other States. Every American Com¬
monwealth which boasts a tax codo
that iB not a disgraco has passed
through tho same dark waters that now

engulf us. Every good law on the
statute books of every State is the re¬
sult of just such agitation as that
which is now stirring us. All have
mado mistakes, and all have tried ex¬

periments. They have learned lessons
applicable to every State, and thoy have
weighed and found wanting many plans
that have been suggested for our reliof.

In particular we should like for a

strong and representative delegation
from Virginia to hear "segregation"
discussed by the men who have tried
it out.men like Adams, of Wisconsin;
Corbln, of Conneclicut; Purdy, of New
York, and Galloway, of Oregon. All
these men have pursued that Meeting
will-o'-the-wisp and they have aban-
doncd the chase after bitter experience,
Their observations, based on practical
experience, may save Virginia from se¬

rious mistakes and costly errors.
We cannot live unto ourselves alone,

and we cannot hope to solve our prob-
loins alone. Wo need calm argument,
careful consideration and open minds
to receive tho truth. Above all else, in
taxation we need men who are willing
to learn a lesson from the experience
of other States.

REJUVBNAT1XG JOHN DUI-Ij.
Fastidious Englishmen have reached

that point of refinement where they
resent tho traditional caricature of old
(john Bull, and they have launched a

movement to subject the familiar fig¬
ure to tho tender mercies of the tailor,
the barber and the hatter. The out¬
come, they declare, will be a national
type more in accordance with the pres-
ent good tnste of England.

Bully!, But while they are doing
over John Bull and are rejuvenating
him, we trust they will make the Job
complete. Do away altogether with
the short, fat fellow, whoso eyes arc

twinkling with good humor and whose
person seems to breathe forth con-

tented prosperity. Consign him to the
National Museum and enact a law mak-
ing it treason for any cartoonist to
represent Mr. Englishman in tho cos-
tume of 1S40.
In his place, we hope these artists

will give us the type of Englishman
who is demanding the change. He
should be about thirty-five, tall, with
a "willowy" waist and a pair of ex-
tremely long, thin legs. 11 is clothes
should be of Parisian cut, with only
such modifications as a Strand tailor
would make to correct the inartistic*^lines of the original. Mis neck should
be somewhat scrawny, his collar a
trifle too large and his walking stick
..thin Malacca, you know.should be
in evidence. But his face and his man¬
ner are the details upon which the
artist should expend his genius. His
chin should be lifted on high, his nose
should be tilted as though he f-ncoun- I
tered a bad odor, his monocle should
be in place, and there should be in his
eyes that vacant, superior stare that Is
supposed to annihilate a cockney.
Crown him with a l.ondon straw hat,
shoe him with spats and narrow-toed
"hoots," and the job is done.at least,
it will conform to the original of these
purists.
The whfjle proceeding, in a word, is

the veriest rot: John Bull is the type
we know and admire; his lines are
true to England; his manner is that
which one expects to And in the "true-
born Brilon." To substitute for him
and for the splendid race he typifies
a modern Kondon snob would bo to
subject Britain to the ridicule of the
world. John Bull is a character; his
rejuvenators are a Joke.

Tama Jim Wilson is back from
abroad, but who cares for poor Jimmy
now?

Bangor man reports that an "ossl-
fied" man of that locality is dead. And
Maine dry at that!

"A Progressive" writes a fervid
article in a New York paper, but fails
to state which one of the fifty-seven
varieties of progressive he is.

A Baltimore mar. is dead after having
200 operations performed on him, but
his popularity with the surgeons must
have been some compensation to him.

Virginian Gazette strikes the
right key when it says if lloger T
<Itegory, member-elect of the House of
Delegates: "Nor will he forget that
while he represents primarily the Pe¬
ninsula that other sections of the State
hav»* their rights as sacred and as de¬
manding as his own. Ho would be a
jorry representative Indeed who wore

. broad enough to see and know his
>1 to the whole." That is the real
patriotic viewpoint for tho lawmaker
to take.

The New York Globe bewails the
l tr;.gedy of politics." Tears

in va:i.' The only tragedy New York
!¦' litir-ians fear is one thal'will cut off
th« graft.

Modestly we. would confess the fart
that a long sermon sounds shorter
from a Richmond pulpit than any¬
where e)so in the world.

Main'' boasts a barber who Is nlnetv-
two years old From the hewhlskered
appciu!in'ft of Maine statesmen, theie
is no chance that he will .die of over¬
work or riches.

New York h:is been forced to flr.e an
i'-eman ?lf,0 .for giving shoi t weight,
but In Richmond the noble nem.-n
will pay anybody a hundto I to find
their weight short.

On the Spur of the
Moment

By Roy K. Moulton
AVho Can Ailrlnr Tliln Poor ChnpfAVo have received the following fromOskaloosa. Iowa:"l)cnr Sir..I have to ask you somo-thiiiR. 1 know you are a kooiI handto givo advlco free for nothing on'Hints to the Lovelorn.' Now. 1 ama lovelorn. If lovelorn means havingtroublo with my wif, which 1 do much.My. wif sho ain't much honey andpeaches and Ice cream like she was be¬fore I took the fatal leep with her be¬fore the justia of the piece nine yearsago.
"Sho Is a tlrcnt, and makes mewash and wipe the dishes and do allthe housework and sewing and mond-Ing and sweeping She don't uso nofi/.zieal force, but when 1 don't do whatshe wants mo to she rets down andcries until 1 do. Sho ain't neverthrowed nothing at me yet but hardwords, and I hate thom worse thanbum-shells, as I am a tender-heartedman. I havo to stay home from therallrode where I work and wait onher, and can't make much money. Will

you pleas advise mo what 1 should do."Very respectfully yours,
Our advice would bo to go and applyfor a life membership at the home forthe feeble-minded.

SIriis of (lie Times.
Have you ever noticed how the Ice¬box door hangs open? One of them Iseverlastingly open and the hot airfrom the outside is Just eating upyour Rood ice that you havo paid for attaxlcah rates. We have an opinionupon this, subjeet. We believe that theIce trust ivolds slock in the refrigerator,factories and that every Icebox is somade that at least ono door will hang:open.
A bolt of lightning made an Illinois

man walk. Petting on tHo liorsos willtualcc almost any man walk.
Henry Few Sessions, of Georgia,ought to lie a good man for the Su¬

preme Court.
Ono of Professor Taft's chief con¬solations is that lie doesn't have to livein Washington in this kind of weather.The chances are that Huerta willhave to resign as President of Mexicobefore anybody had recognir.ed him

as such.

The Dlnry of n nonehrml.
Tho noblest piece of horseflesh that

my wife and I had ever seen ambled outonto the track yesterday afternoonright in front of the bandstand to enterin the 2:10 event. That horse actuallyseemed to look up. single mo out ofthat vast throng and wink at me."Ho Is such an intelligent lookinghorse," said my wife, "l just knowhe Is going to frisk home with thedough."
it was unlike my wife to talk likethat, and 1 began to sit up and takenot ice.
"He has such a pretty face," shecontinued, "if you are going to betthat $!'."> this afternoon, put it all onhim. Woman's intuition, you know."1 hunted up a one-eyed bookmakerwho ha d posted odds against thishorse longer than a Pennsylvaniasearch warrant, but I was banking onwoman's intuition and placed the quai-tor-century on the pretty nag.It was all over in something lessthan live minutes. 1 tried to find thehorse with a pretty face by using thestrongest field glasses I could borrow.1 finally found him about a half-mileback of the lield and ho was going soslow tliat every once in a while hewould stop and nibble a hit of grassand then admire The scenery, which1 must say is certainly line scenery forthis time of the year.
When the cloud of dust got aroundto th- grandstand again the race was

won by a nag that looked a irreat deallike a clothoshorse. The good pointswere sticking out all over him. Itseemed as though one could havethrown a cat through hirn anywhereand not disarrange any of his external
or internal economy He had a nose like
a hatcher, and you could havo played asolo on his ribs with a pair of xylo¬phone mallets. He looked as friend¬less as a wife-heater at a suffragettemass-meeting. He had somewhat the
expression of a cat that has been pois¬oned, drowned and run through a
sausage machine, but he had coppedthe boodle.
There are two things to stayaway from at the h.-.-vse races. Theyare the horse with the pretty faceanil that indescribable thing called wo¬man's intuition.

Voice of the People
The \«mv DrilK Store.

To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir..A short time ago you asked thequestion, in your editorial columns,"what has become of the old-fashioneddrug store?" As the oldest retail drug¬gist in Virginia, I think 1 can enlighten
you. Formerly, if a man wanted to tlnd
a drug stove, in a city In which he
was a stranger he would walk down [the streets until he came to a smallplace (generally on a corner). In whichthere were three or four show bottlesfilled with colored liquids, a few Jars,
any number of dead flies, and the dustabout an inch thick on tho bottom.

Inside you would find ibut not al¬
ways) n neat-looking lot of showcases!llli d with toilet goods. while thowhole of the lower side of the house
was filled with drawers which con¬tained drugs, spires, etc. Cigars andchewing tobacco then would havelooked out of place in any other than
a drug store. Even the retail grocersdidn't sell them.
The upper walls of the store were

filled with bottles, neatly labeled, and
containing the popular powdered drugs,tinctures, fluid extracts, etc. The men
inside were of a high order of intel-
ligence, and understood the business
of pharmacy from the ground up. Theymade their own syrups, tinctures and !
fluid extracts, anil selected the very
purest of the crude drugs and pul- jverized them in the "shop." They were

FLIES!
Horse manure la the principal

hatching place for file*.
It can he made sterile rvlth coal

oil, carbolic acid, copperas untfr or

dry lontn liy mlrlnjc thoroughly.
Horsemen, sfnlileinen, owners of

liorses and ituulfnry Inspectors, pa j
attention! Cut this out.

I.rt JU13 be a flyless year-

Abe Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Lnfe. Bud have gone t
ill' lakes on a two weeks' vacation
after which Mr Ibjd 'II take his vaca
Mori Th' poorer a f'dler Is th' closoihln watch do* stays on th' Job.
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thoroughly familiar with the prepara¬tions they used in a doctor's proscrip¬tion, for they had prepared them with
their own hands. They made a fair
profit on their labor, just as the shoe¬
maker makes a little profit in prepar¬ing his leather, twine and wax in
making- shoes.
Those were the days of rhubarb,aloes, ipecac and jalap, and we sold

more blue mass then in one day than
we sell now in five years. The fact
is, the people seem to have forgotten
that there ever was such a thing as
blue mass. Of all the things «'«¦ sold
in former times there is nothing left
but calomel, and that's now put up in
homeopathic dosos. It was a very
common thing for a doctor to prescribe
ten grains of calomel for an aduit,
when now they prescribe a quarter of
a grain, to bo taken every hour or
two until two or three grains have
been taken.
The man who ran a drug store

twenty years ago, and along the
lines of legitimate pharmacy, would
starve to death in business to-day. If
they were now living they would cry
out that "pharmacy is going back¬
ward! It is retrograding! It is going
downward! It is being ruined, de¬
graded, commercialized and vulgar¬
ized!" 'It is a fact. I'll admit, but
how can it be helped? The new drug
store and a new druggist has come
in, and the business, which was once
looked upon as a high and noble pro-
fession, has been "degraded," and is
now. like all other general stores, a
trading place, and the changed condi¬
tion of the times has made it so. Young
men with advanced ideas and with the
Idea of accumulating money, and that
as quickly as possible, are largely re¬
sponsible for the change, but all the
blame for it cannot be laid on them.
Formerly the doctors and the drug¬
gists were closely allied. Every drug
store had its quota of friends in the
medical profession, and they, as well
as the profession at large, prescribed
the old-fashioned remedies on which
we made a profit.

Hut how is it to-day? I'll venture
to assert that the younger generation
of physicians, and many of those who
belong to the older set. write 90 per
cent of their prescriptions for things
that are made up in the laboratories
of manufacturing chemists in the
larger cities of the N'orth or in Europe,
thereby giving them the profit which
was once made by us.

I am not complaining of this, for
many of these things are a great itn-
r rovement on thG older remedies, but
it will account for why we now sell
ere ndies, chewing gums, razors and fill
our show Windows with attractive
stuff to catch the eyes of the people.
Wo can no longer sell them our niedi-
cincs, and we must catch 'em with
taffy! Formerly the only use we made
of our windows was to let the people
see that it was a drug store.
.Sometimes strangers como in now

and ask where they can find a drug
stnro. Formerly the average customer
didn't know anything about drugs, and
relied upon the doctors and druggists
to enlighten them. Now they como
In and call for things about which
we are surprised that they know
anvthlnp at all, and even little boys
and girls como in and ask for aspirin
tablets with as much confidence as

tliey would call for a glass of soda
water. . ,

Formerly the people had their trad¬
ing places when In noed of medicines,
and there were a great many citizens
who would have thought themselves
poisoned if they took a prescription
to any other place than one of two
well-known stores. That is not so

to-day, for the people are going to
buy from stores most convenient to
their homes or their offices, and it .s

only a quostion of .whether they have
confidence In the honesty and integrity
af the man who compounds their pre-
Bv.ripUons. Even the telephone doean t
take the place of the numerous little
negroes who were kept busy running
errands for "Ole Miss or Olo Mars,
atid the far-away drug stores suffer
from that cause, too.
A brief span of a quarter of a cen¬

tury has brought movements that are
almost revolutionary. More ftnd more
tho drug store adds to its lino ot
merchandise.so much so that nruj-ts
and medicines occupy but a smr.ll place
In a variety of stock, and in a few
years the practicing physicians will
furnish their patients. Just as wo do
now for tlia most part, from tho

! laboratories of manufactories, and then
the "old-fashioned drug stores," about
which you are asking, will be known
to no one now living1.
The doctors whose reputations have

be.Mi established will take the younggraduates from our medical collegesinto their offices as assistants, not
onl\ as assistant M. D.'s, but apothe¬caries as well. Even now the averagedoctor's office is Mlerl with these- ready
pt spared ^oods. ot which 1 have al¬
ready spoken, and as time goos on
they'll add to their supply until every'diyslclun will have a compounding
loom in connection with his olfice. It
i:< already so wi'.li those who have been
highly successful in medicine and sur¬
gery, and they have established hos¬
pitals of their own. 'How majir hos¬
pitals did we have in Richmond thirty
years ago? Mow many prescriptions
'dees the druggist get from them? I
answer "None!" They have their own
l:\boratorios and supply their patients,
whereas, ir. former times, the druggist
supplied them with everything they
used. This condition of tilings was
predicted by Mr. John Purcell, of Pur-
cell, Ladd & Co.. when lie set me up
In business in 1S73, and said to me,
"You'll only be 'a cook for the doc¬
tors' but a few years more, for they'll
soon be their own apothecaries, and
then you'll be no longer a pharmacist,
but a tracler, with a department store,
selling every kind of stuff, the least
of which will be medicines." The old-
fashioned ways of doing business, in
our line as well as in all others, have
been forced to give way for the up-to-
date, progressive spirit of the times.

POLK miller.

The Truth In I.anguuge.
To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir..Tho present writer hns from time to

time through the press advocated purity of
language and morals, as well as consistency
of general deportment, and he hopes that
further effort will not bo without result.
The student of language must Iook to tho

purity of hla words a-i regards expres¬
sion. and ascertain the value of every Im¬
portant word to be used in his sentences'. It
is not the grammatical construction alone
that mnkes the finished sentence, but the
right word In the right place. In many in¬
stances there are two or more words that
mean the same thing In a general way, but
tho word should be chosen that expresses
tho right shade of meaning. Nor aro faults
of expression confined alone to words, but
the expression, even though the words bo
rightly chosen, may not be suited to the
occasion. To expluln, they laugh at the
expressions of a man of pretensions, who
gave a talk before an educational meeting
he attended in the next county. .Said ht: "1
have shed blood In the cause of good morals
In my county." it was recalled that ho had
been given a blow In the face by one whose
word ho had disputed ovor s matter Involv-
lug sonio moral .significance, and thn blood
had flowed from his nose. Tho battle-scar¬
red soldier may speak of shedding blood for
a cause, but the man who has his nose
bruised in a dispute, never. Again, this man
trick Implied a denial by saying. "I am 'too
trick Implied a deniel by saying. "I am too
big a man to do such a thing as that."

FRANK MONROE BEVERLY.
. Freellng. Va., August 12.

Whnt the Negroes YVnnt.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir,.I have read with considerable
Interest several letters published In
your paper concerning the proposed
park for colored people, and with your
kind permission I wish to volcc my
sentiments through the same channel.

It is true that a great deal needs
to he dene to bettor the general con¬
dition of the negroes of Richmond.
That being a fact, I think we should
begin by "seeking the most Important
need first and sot about to remedy that
first. A. park, in my mind, is not a very
pressing ncoa and if needed it should
not take precedence over somo others
more pressing.
Tho strength of a nation is measured

by the health of its citizens. There
are hundreds of negroes in Jackson
Ward (and in other congested negro
sections in Richmond) who would wel-
cotno a bathhouse.

In tho back streets and alloys can be
found decaying cats and rats. Just
this morning I found a dead cat and
two rats In such a state of decomposi¬
tion that my sense of smell warnfed

rnc of their presence long before I
reached them.
The colored children should have a

playground, as children will play, and
If the street is the only place to playIn they will naturally s«-ck the street,and by so doing they are continuallyexposed to danger. There are manythings that could and should bo done
to Improve the general condition of the
colored people of our city, but 1 shall
confine these remarks to suggestion!!
concerning the betterment of health
conditions.

I think it would be a wise and properthin*.' fur the city authorities to invite
a number of colored citizens (who are
in a position to know best the needs
of their people) to meet thorn and talk
such matters over before action is
taken. I am cure great good would
como from even that much recogni¬tion.

Lastly, a park should come in time,but for the present give us bath¬
houses. clean streets, playgrounds for
the children and better housing con¬
ditions, and you might throw in a few
extra policemen to round up the corner
loungers, the human parasites, that
have sworn that they won't work.

MILTON NEWMAN.

Cnu Kissing lie AhoII/thedT
(To a doctor (so called), who ad¬

vised, as a preventive of the spread of
disease, the abolishing by law of the
habit of kissing.)
You doctors who claim that the kiss is

the cause
Of sundry diseases well known as

contagious.
Suggesting that kissing be hindered

by laws.
Advice which young lovers denounce

as "outrageous":
It may ho your reasoning is perfectly

sound;
It may be our ways are In need of

restriction:
Your Puritan laws may be very pro¬

found,
Hut never could lead to a single con¬

viction.

But what can you do, try It much as
you may?

If Cupid but meddle, his shaft seldom
misses;

He wanders at will, and ho has his own
way.

And who does not know of his fond¬
ness for kisses!

Just banish the custom of kissing from
sight.

Or hamper the habit with rules which
are rigid, , ,'Twill prosper 'neath skies which aro
warming and bright,

'Twill flourish in zones which are
frozen and frigid.

Some loved one beside you, some ma¬
tron or maid,

With mercury r< ding a hundred, or
over.

Some dear one may kiss you."Just
two in the shade,"

And buoyant you'll ho as the bee
in your clover.

We meet with these dear ones each day
of our lives;

Exact not a law which will lead to
transgression;

We'll gallantly kiss the raised lips of
our wives

On Sabbath, or week day, or Just at
discretion.*

.An old Puritan law of New England
forbade a man to kiss his wife on the
Sabbath.

H. M. CLARKSON, A. M., M. D.
Tlaymnrkot, Va. August 5.

National State and CityBant
inviios.yoti to open an aaount>eithef
subject to check or at interest
in its Savings Department.
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